Trinity Presbyterian Church + Worship at Home
December 6th, 2020 - 10 a.m.

The Second Sunday of Advent
Nothing can save us that is possible;
We who must die demand a miracle.
— W.H. Auden
from For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio
…to be in the presence of even the meanest, lowest, most repulsive specimen of humanity in the
world is still to be closer to God than when looking up into a starry sky or at a beautiful sunset.
— Mike Mason

Prelude

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming — arr. Catherine McMichael

Call to Worship/ A Lighting of the Advent Wreath
The lighting of Advent candles dramatically depicts the growing expectation we have for the
coming of Christ, the light of the world. The traditional Advent wreath has four purple candles (lit
on the four Sundays of Advent) grouped around a white Christ candle (lit on Christmas Eve). The
main symbolism portrayed by the wreath is the growing intensity of light as the candle lighting
includes an additional candle each Lord’s Day and as anticipation builds for the celebration of
Christ’s second coming.
Reading: Luke 1:42-45 (Elizabeth’s song)
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PRAISE
Hymn  Come, Thou Almighty King — music is found on pages 1-2
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Bidding Prayer
Beloved in Christ, we have come together in this season of Advent to prepare ourselves in heart
and mind for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Judge, to hear in Holy
Scripture and sacred song the message of salvation accomplished by him, and to be put in mind of
the coming great Day of Judgment.
Let us therefore heartily ask our Heavenly Father that of his mercy he will forgive our past sins,
whether they were committed or omitted through weakness, through ignorance, or through willful
disobedience; being mindful of the perfect sacrifice of his Son that bought us once and for all on
Calvary’s tree; and let us seek his grace to amend our lives, that we may follow the pattern of his
Son’s perfect life.
Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the
first days of our disobedience until the glorious redemption brought to us by the Advent of the
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Savior, and let us look forward expectantly to the final Day when he shall come in glory to fulfill his
promise of a redeemed and transfigured creation.
Let us pray:
Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day,
when he shall come in his glorious majesty
to judge both the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Minister: Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
People:

Amen.

Doxology
All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises. Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on him cast your care.
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness.
O praise him. Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One.
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

RENEWAL
Confession of Sin (unison)
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We
confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted your news to be good. We have closed
our eyes to your glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and
renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of
Christ the Lord. Amen.

Private Confession
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Words of Encouragement & Declaration of Pardon
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. [Psalm 130:7-8 (NIV)]

Words of Welcome
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Announcements start on page 12.

Carol
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Creator of the Stars of Night — music found below

COMMITMENT
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 (Read by Jameson T. Burns)
1

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3
and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6

The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
7
The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8
The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
the young child will put its hand into the viper's nest.
9
They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
10

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him,
and his resting place will be glorious. [NIV]

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Carol
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People — music found below

Second Lesson: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 (Read by Carmen Bobis)
9

As I looked,
thrones were set in place,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow;
the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,
and its wheels were all ablaze.
10
A river of fire was flowing,
coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated,
and the books were opened.
……………………
13

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14
 He was given
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never
be destroyed. [NIV]
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Carol

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry — music found on pages 7-8

7

Third Lesson (responsive) : Luke 1:46-55 (The Magnificat, the Song of Mary)
46

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, *
48
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
49
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
51
He has shown the strength of his arm; *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
52
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
53
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
54
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
55
the promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children forever. [BCP]
47

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Carol

Savior of the Nations, Come — music found below (verses 1-3 & 5)
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Fourth Lesson: John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11
 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12
 But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13
 who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15
 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16
 From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17
 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18
 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. [NRSV]
1

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Homily

 “AND MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US”

Pastor Higgins

Emmanuel: God With Us

Special Music  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel — arr. Judy Nishimura

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Since we cannot gather for Holy Communion, we join in an act of spiritual communion, trusting in
our Lord’s blessings & love in this present crisis.
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Communion. I love you above all
things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together
with all your faithful people, and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit
me to be separated from you. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling — music on pages 14-15

11

Benediction & Dismissal
Minister:

People:

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

Leader:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella — arr. James Christensen

WORSHIP ARTISTS
Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Trinity Church. We appreciate all that your music
has contributed to our worship. Copyrighted songs are covered under CCLI #1250499 and CCS
#11071.
TAMMY LUM - P IANO, O
 RGAN
FEATURING:
JORDAN WILHELM - V OICE
KATRINA OWENS - F LUTE

Trinity Church Announcements
CELEBRATING CHRIST, SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES
TODAY
Advent Season. The church’s year of worship begins with the season of Advent, which lasts until
Christmas Eve. Advent means “coming”; in this season we both remember what it was like for the
people of the Old Testament as they awaited Messiah’s coming—which we celebrate at
Christmas—and also look ahead to Jesus’ coming again in glory. Purple, the ancient color of
royalty, has traditionally been associated with penitence and expectation and is used during the
season of Advent, in which we prepare for the coming of Jesus our King.
Congratulations to Pastor Magneson! This past Friday, December 4, was the fourth anniversary
of his ordination as a Minister of Word & Sacrament and of his installation as an associate pastor
here at Trinity Church. Thanks be to God!
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Three Days of Prayer
In keeping with our prayer focus for Advent, the pastors & leaders of Trinity Church are asking all
our people—members, regular attendees, & friends—to commit to three days of focused prayer (at
least 30 minutes each day, if possible) for the mission & ministry of the church, including Trinity
Church. We ask each of you to We will focus on three primary areas:
● Wednesday, December 9. We pray for the homeless & hungry and all who minister to them—
including the work of the Trinity Church Mercy Team, Hillside Food Outreach, and many
others; and for resources—both in money and in people—to meet these needs.
● Thursday, December 10. We pray for peace on earth, for suffering people, including refugees
& the persecuted & all those suffering because of the pandemic—and for all people to know
peace with God through Jesus Christ.
● Friday, December 11. We pray for Trinity Church. We pray especially for the Advent Music
Series and for strong year-end giving to Trinity Church, including our building program & all
our outreach efforts. Pray especially for God’s protection of Trinity Church in these
challenging times.
Prayer Focus for Advent. In the Advent season, as we await the celebration of the coming of Jesus
& his kingdom, we pray for all those who are in need and especially for the following:
● for peace on earth—for all suffering people, including refugees & the persecuted—and for all
people to know peace with God through Jesus Christ.
● For all affected by the novel coronavirus pandemic, especially the sick, the suffering, and all
those who care for them; for the development of treatments and vaccines; and for deliverance!
● For ministries to the hungry & homeless, including the work of the Trinity Church Mercy Team,
Hillside Food Outreach, and many others; and for resources—both in money and in people—to
meet these needs.
● For our Advent Music Series and all our special holiday services and ministries, and for those
who will be joining in.
● For strong year-end giving to Trinity Church, including our building program & all our
ministries.

COMING UP
HOMILY/SERMON SCHEDULE (subject to change as we deal with the pandemic)

NOTE: Briefer homilies will be given at the in-person services. For the full sermon on the same text,
visit the audio & video recordings on the webpage.
December 13. John 1:1-18. “We Have Seen His Glory.” Homily by Pastor Higgins
December 20. John 1:1-18. “Whom Came From the Father.” Homily by Pastor Higgins
CHRISTMAS EVE.  Luke 2:1-20; John 1:1-18. “Full of Grace and Truth.” Homily by Pastor Higgins
December 27. Galatians 4:4-7. “In the Fullness of Time.” Homily by Pastor Magneson
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EVENTS & COMMUNITY
New to Trinity Church? Don’t Miss December 7! On Monday, December 7, from 7-9pm, Pastor
Higgins, joined by other staff, will be hosting a Virtual Newcomers’ Reception, followed by An
Introduction to Trinity Church, a teaching time that covers our theology, mission, & ministry—and
which is required for becoming an official member or covenant partner of Trinity Church. This will
all take place on Zoom. Information on how to sign up will be available in the newsletter. Contact
Pastor Higgins if you have questions.
Year-End Giving. 100% of Trinity Church’s funding comes from the generosity of our members &
regular attendees—and much of this giving comes at the year’s end. Please give generously! If you
have questions about giving of stocks, about estate planning, etc., please contact the church office.
Also note that, in order for your gifts to be counted for 2020, they must be received by December
31 (or, if mailed, postmarked by December 31). Thank you!!
Virtual Christmas Pageant. Exciting news! Children's Ministry is putting together a Virtual
Christmas Pageant to share with our Trinity community this year! Beautiful artwork and Scripture
readings supplied by our talented children will be compiled to create a montage video to tell the
story of the birth of Jesus. We are busy working and preparing to share this with you all in
December. We hope it lifts your hearts in celebration this Advent season!
Trinity’s Variety Christmas Concert will be released via email on December 23rd. If you are
participating, remember to submit your video by December 7th to
aletheawilhelm@trinitychurch.cc. We’re looking forward to this heart warming event!
In the latest installment of “A Questioning Faith,” Pastor Higgins interviews Chris Lawrence,
who serves with InnerChange, a global, ecumenical order of Christians journeying with the world’s
poor. Chris and his wife, Naomi, an artist, live in East Harlem with their four children. The next one
(scheduled to be recorded on Thursday) is with Kathy Purdy, executive director of Hillside Food
Outreach, a Westchester-based ministry to those facing hunger and food insecurity. Trinity Church
has a long-standing partnership with Hillside.
Membership & Baptisms. If you are interested in becoming an official member (covenant partner)
of Trinity Church, and/or if you are seeking baptism (for yourself or a child), please let one of the
pastors know. Thank you!
Healing Prayer, Sundays at 11:30 on Zoom. Next Healing Prayer Service: January 10
Ways to Give:
● We encourage giving online through our secure website link on our church website:
https://www.trinitychurchny.com/giving/ Or, through our mobile app, TrinityChurchNY. Your
faithful giving is not only an act of worship but is much appreciated by the Trinity Church
leadership as we desire to continue ministry no matter what adjustments are necessary to
meet current challenges. If giving by check, mail it to the church office at 526 Anderson Hill
Rd, Purchase, NY 10577.
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● COVID-19 Support - On our church website, www.trinitychurchny.com, you will find a link
labeled “COVID-19 Update” which is a letter from our pastors encouraging us all to be there for
one another, and to assist you in doing so that we might BE the church God intends us to be.
There are links to forms to Give Help (volunteer) and Get Help (specify a need).
Ways to Connect:
● Website: www.TrinityChurchNY.com
● Facebook: Trinity Presbyterian Church NY
● Facebook Group: Trinity People Staying In Touch
● Instagram: TrinityChurchNY
● Church Mobile App: TrinityChurchNY
● Community Groups: via video-conferencing. To join one, use our website Contact Form.
● Prayer Team Support: You can submit a prayer request using our mobile app or contact form
on our website. Our Prayer Team would be pleased to pray for you.
● Pastoral Care: Call the church office 914-967-6247 and choose from the voice menu who you
wish to speak to, or use the church website contact form and your request will be forwarded.
● Newsletters: to be added to the mailing list, use the church website Contact Form.
Two Steps in Prayer for the Trinity Church Vision Campaign
1. Prayer for God’s timing as to when we might be released from our pause in the Vision
Campaign and how we might resume it.
2. The offices will be closed, but we do encourage individual families to prayer walk the property,
while maintaining proper social-distancing practices, during our pause. Please contact Pastor
Mark at MarkSwanson@trinitychurch.cc, i f you are interested or have any questions.
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