Trinity Presbyterian Church + Worship at Home
March 29th, 2020 - 10 a.m.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Money can’t buy back all your youth when you’re old, a friend when you’re lonely, or peace
to your soul.
— Johnny Cash

Call to Worship/Lenten Acclamation
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the Name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
Bless the Lord, who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures forever.

PRAISE
Hymn

Amazing Grace — found on page 5

Prayer of Adoration (concluded by the following prayer in unison)
Almighty and everliving God,
in your tender love for the human race
you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ
to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross,
atoning for our sins and giving us the example of his great humility:
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering,
and also share in his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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RENEWAL
Confession of Sin (unison)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Private Confession
Words of Encouragement & Declaration of Pardon
Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the
one whose sin the LORD does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.
[Psalm 32:1-2 (NIV)]

Words of Welcome
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Announcements are found on pages 9-11

Hymn

What Wondrous Love — found on page 6

COMMITMENT
Prayers of the People (responsive) — found on page 7
Scripture Lesson: Luke 16:1-13
1

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his
possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an
account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
3
“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m
not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose
my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you
owe my master?’
6
“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
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“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and
fifty.’
7
“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of
the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is
gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if you
have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of
your own?
13
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
[NIV]
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Pastor

Higgins
“GOD & MAMMON”
The Hard Sayings of Jesus

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Since we cannot gather for Holy Communion, we join in an act of spiritual communion,
trusting in our Lord’s blessings & love in this present crisis.
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Communion. I love you
above all things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite
myself to you, together with all your faithful people, and I embrace you with all the
affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

What a Friend We Have in Jesus — found on page 8

Benediction & Dismissal
Minister:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Leader:
People:

Let us go forth to serve our neighbors in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

WORSHIP ARTISTS
Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Trinity Church. We Appreciate all that
your music has contributed to our worship. Copyrighted songs are covered under CCLI
#1250499 and CCS #11071.
DAVID AUGUST - PIANO
JORDAN WILHELM - VOICE
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Trinity Church Announcements
CELEBRATING CHRIST, SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES
TODAY
The Season of Lent. Ash Wednesday marked the beginning of the Lenten season,
traditionally a time of penitence and expectation in preparation for Easter. If you’d like
more information, pick up a copy of Pastor Higgins’ paper, “On Keeping a Holy Lent” (also
available on our website). Purple has traditionally been associated with penitence and
expectation and is used during the Lenten season as we follow Christ in the way of the
cross.
Prayer Focus for the Lenten Season. During Lent, as we prepare for the celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection, we pray for God to do great things in our hearts. Specifically, we pray
for the following:
● for a Holy Lent, a “springtime of the soul,” focused not on ourselves but on God & our
neighbors;
● for hearts of joyful obedience to our Savior’s commandments & priorities, especially as
we seek to love our neighbors as ourselves;
● for all who work for peace & justice among the nations of the world, especially
organizations like World Vision; and
● for our own personal commitment to justice, including saving for & giving to the Easter
Sacrificial Offering.

COMING UP
SERMON SCHEDULE
April 5. PALM SUNDAY. Luke 19:22-44. “The Lord Needs It.” Pastor Magneson preaching
April 9. MAUNDY THURSDAY. Service at 7pm with a meditation by Pastor Swanson from
Luke 22:14-30.
April 10. GOOD FRIDAY. Service at 7pm. Luke 23:46. “Into Your Hands I Commend My
Spirit.” Homily by Pastor Higgins
April 12. EASTER DAY. New series begins. 1 Corinthians 15:1-19. “Death Is Ended!” Pastor
Higgins preaching
EVENTS
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER HOME WORSHIP SERVICES
(available on the church website and mobile app)
https://www.trinitychurchny.com/online-liturgy/
● Palm Sunday, April 5, 10am.
● Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7pm. A brief, simple Maundy Thursday service, with singing,
a short homily by Pastor Swanson.
● Good Friday, April 10, 7pm. The solemn service of Good Friday includes readings of the
passion narrative, contemplative music, and a homily by Pastor Higgins.
● EASTER DAY, April 12, 10am. Easter morning is one of the highlights of the year,
featuring festive music, an Easter sermon by Pastor Higgins.
The Easter Sacrificial Offering is received each year during the Easter season. The offering
goes to the Trinity Church Mercy Team’s ministry. Setting aside money (over & above one’s
regular giving) for such an offering is a traditional Lenten discipline, and we encourage you
to practice this—perhaps with your family and/or Community Group—during this holy
season. If you are giving online, select the “Mercy Fund” for this gift.
Evening "Compline Online" Prayer Sessions have been expanded to Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at 8 pm. Pastor Mark Swanson hosts a brief prayer session for
the congregation on Facebook - and now simultaneously - Instagram (both live) as a means
of staying connected. Login to Facebook and head to the Trinity Presbyterian Church NY
Facebook page to participate or on Instagram. (Reminders of these meetings will be posted
to the church Facebook page and church calendar.
Pastoral Care. If you would like to meet with a pastor, feel free to call the church office
914-967-6247 and choose from the voice menu who you wish to speak to, or by using the
church website contact form and your request will be forwarded to them.
Community Groups Meeting via Video-Conferencing. Our Community Group leaders are
using Zoom to conduct their weekly community group meetings via video and it is going
well. If you are not yet in a community group but would like to join one, contact us via our
church website contact form, or email SteveMagneson@trinitychurch.cc to find out more.
Giving Offering by Mail or Online. We encourage you if you can to give online through our
secure website link on our church website: https://www.trinitychurchny.com/giving/ Or,
through our mobile app, TrinityChurchNY.
DUE to the increasing spread of the virus, our administrator requests that if you are
mailing in a check, that you would now mail them to an alternate office instead (a
temporary measure). The address is specified in the newsletter.
Thank you. If you have any questions about this, feel free to contact Lisa Fick at
administrator@trinitychurch.cc, or use the website contact form.
During this time of restrictions due to COVID-19 we still have ongoing expenses. Your
faithful giving is not only an act of worship but is much appreciated by the Trinity Church
leadership as we desire to continue ministry no matter what adjustments are necessary to
meet current challenges
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Connecting via Social Media. If you are on Facebook and haven't yet done so, explore our
church "Trinity Presbyterian Church NY" Facebook page. In addition, Brett Liedtke from our
Care Team has created a "Trinity People Staying In Touch" Facebook group that we invite
everyone to join. The purpose of the group is to allow people to get in touch with one
another and with the Care Team should they have any needs or prayer requests. To join the
group, email her at breliedtke@hotmail.com requesting an invite. Once you receive an
emailed invitation in reply, login to your Facebook account and then go back to the emailed
invitation and click on "Join Group" to join the "Trinity People Staying in Touch" group
page. As well we have our "TrinityChurchNY" Instagram account.
Links to our Facebook and Instagram are always included at the bottom of every
newsletter.
Regular Weekly Newsletters. The main way we will be in touch with everyone in the
congregation is through the weekly newsletter. Sometimes you will receive more than one
a week. It is important to stay informed. If anyone needs to be added, use the church
website Contact Form. (A link to the church website is always at the bottom of the
newsletter and in our mobile app.)
Prayer Team Support. Our Prayer Team is always available to support you - especially
during this trying period. It helps to know that you have brothers and sisters praying for
you. You can submit a prayer request directly by email to Linda at
TrinityRyePrayer@trinitychurch.cc, or, through the church website Contact Form (posted
above).
Using video-conferencing for Church Meetings. We have adjusted well to holding staff
and leadership meeting via Zoom video session. Reminder - If you are part of those
meetings please remain alert to meeting requests by monitoring your email regularly.
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